
 

FOR RELEASE: January 30, 2023                 BCPS press releases are available online  

 

Western Tech senior named prestigious QuestBridge 
Finalist 

Mame Thiam to receive full scholarship to Hamilton College 
 

Towson, Md. – Mame Thiam, a senior at Western School of Technology, is one of 1,755 students 

nationally to receive a four-year scholarship to one of 48 top-tier colleges through the QuestBridge 

National College Match.  

 

Thiam, an aspiring attorney, will attend Hamilton College in the fall, majoring in justice studies. At 

Western Tech, she has maintained a 4.0 unweighted grade point average while participating in multiple 

extracurricular activities, such as Student Government Association and varsity wrestling.  

 

Western Tech Assistant Principal Jennifer Martinez said that Thiam “demonstrates her attributes as a 

leader in extracurricular activities.” 

 

Thiam’s English teacher Melanie Coates said, “Mame was never afraid to challenge the commonly-held 

beliefs of her classmates or those of her teacher, and her questioning nature brought the whole class to 

deeper insights in their own opinions and arguments.” 

 

QuestBridge is designed to connect high-achieving high school seniors from low-income backgrounds 

with full four-year scholarships to top colleges. The scholarships are part of a comprehensive financial 

aid package to cover the full cost of attendance, including tuition, room and board, books and supplies, 

and travel expenses. In addition, the scholarship recipients receive ongoing support and resources 

through the QuestBridge Scholars Network and assistance with seeking financial aid for graduate 

programs. 

 

https://www.bcps.org/cms/One.aspx?portalId=2828&pageId=66781583
https://www.questbridge.org/


Beginning with more than 17,900 applicants, QuestBridge selected 5,613 Finalists to be considered for 

the QuestBridge National College Match Scholarship, and then from those finalists, 1,755 were selected 

to receive Match Scholarships.  

 

In a news release, Ana Rowena Mallari, QuestBridge co-founder and CEO, said, “These bright and 

motivated students have a determination to succeed that will help them thrive well beyond their college 

years, and we’re excited to see where their dreams take them next.” 

 

Also according to the QuestBridge release, this year’s Match Scholarship recipients represent 49 states, 

the District of Columbia, and the territories of Guam, the Northern Mariana Islands, and Puerto Rico.  

The recipients have an average unweighted grade point average of 3.94, and 94 percent are in the top 

10 percent of their graduating class. Approximately 94 percent come from a household with an annual 

income under $65,000, and 88 percent qualify for free or reduced-price school meals. The majority of 

this year’s Match Scholarship Recipients — 80 percent — are among the first generation in their families 

to attend a four-year college in the United States. 

 

(Editor’s note: A photo of Mame Thiam can be found in a Flickr album.) 

 

 # # # 
 

Baltimore County Public Schools, the nation’s 22nd largest school system, is focused on raising the bar and closing 
gaps to prepare our students for the future. Thanks to innovative and talented leaders, teachers, staff, and 
students, BCPS celebrates many honors. 
 

 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/bcps/52659002283/in/album-72177720305152444/
http://www.bcps.org/
https://teambcps.exposure.co/categories/honors

